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Continuation Sheet (PTOL-413) 



Application No. 10/814,348 



Continuation of Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an 

agreement was reached, or any other comments: Applicant irttiated interview to discuss the claim rejections presented ^ 

in the last office action and presented proposed amendments to the claims. The proposed amendments were 

reviewed and Examiner suggested that although the amendments helped to define the invention over the cited prior 

art, further structural limitations may need to be incorporated to overcome the rejections. Various limitations 

concerning the structure of the "blades" of the drawer partition were discussed to help define over the prior art. 
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PROPOSED CLAIM AMENDMENTS 



1 . (Currently Amended) A fastening arrangement for fastening a partitioning wall 
between two support walls in a drawer, comprising: 

a pair of elongated blades punched in adjacent ends the partitioning wall and proj e cting 
sid e ways from th e partitioning wall adjacent e nds ther e of at a predetermined height of the 
partitioning wall, each blade comprising 

a lower ramp surface defined between the partitioning wall and said predetermined 
height, wherein the lower ramp protrudes radially from the plane of the support wall along a 
horizontal axis, and 

at least one portion extending vertically along a corresponding adjacent end of the 
partitioning wall and comprising a low e r ramp surfac e d e fin e d b e tween th e partitioning wall and 
said pr e d e t e rmined h e ight ; and 

opposite connecting elements respectively projecting from the support walls at heights 
matching with the height of the blades of the partitioning wall when the partitioning wall is in 
operative position between the support walls, the connecting elements having retaining channels 
in which the ends of the partitioning wall are uprightly slideably engageable, the retaining 
channels having opposite side locking lips forming guiding slots for passage of a section of the 
partitioning wall extending between the connecting elements, the ramp surfaces of the blades of 
the partitioning wall being shaped and sized for facilitating insertion of the blades in the 
retaining channels and for respectively and progressively press-fitting against inner sides of said 
channels behind the locking lips when the partitioning wall is in the operative position. 
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2. (Original) The fastening arrangement a^ccording to claim 1, further comprising: 
opposite support elements respectively projecting from the support walls at another 

height with respect to the connecting elements, the support elements respectively having guiding 
slots in which the ends of the partitioning wall are slideably engageable, the guiding slots of the 
support elements being aligned with the guiding slots of the retaining channels of the connecting 
elements. 

3. (Original) The fastening arrangement according to claim 2, wherein the connecting and 
support elements comprise longitudinal extrusions made in the support walls and projecting on a 
side thereof, the retaining channels and the guiding slots being made in and extending crosswise 
to the extrusions of respective ones of the connecting and support elements. 

4. (Original) The fastening arrangement according to claim 3, wherein the extrusions 
have substantially rounded upper and lower surfaces joining the support walls. 

5. (Original) The fastening arrangement according to claim 2, wherein the support 
elements extend below the connecting elements. 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Original) The fastening arrangement according to claim 1, wherein the blades extend 
directly at the ends of the partitioning wall. 

8. (Original) The fastening arrangement according to claim 1, comprising a seating flange 
projecting from a bottom end of the partitioning wall and extending laterally with respect thereto. 
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9. (Original) The fastening arrangement according to claim 1, comprising an additional 
connecting element projecting from at least one of the support walls at a height matching with 
the height of the blades of the partitioning wall when the partitioning wall is in the operative 
position between the support walls, the additional connecting element being like the connecting 
element already made in said at least one of the support walls but projecting on a side of said at 
least one of the support walls opposite to a side on which the connecting element already made 
in said at least one of the support walls projects, 

10. (Original) The fastening arrangement according to claim 2, comprising an additional 
connecting element projecting from at least one of the support walls at a height matching with 
the height of the blades of the partitioning wall when the partitioning wall is in the operative 
position between the support walls, and an additional support element projecting from said at 
least one of the support walls at another height with respect to the additional connecting element, 
the additional connecting and support elements being respectively like the connecting and 
support elements already made in said at least one of the support walls but projecting on a side of 
said at least one of the support walls opposite to a side on which the connecting and support 
elements already made in said at least one of the support walls project. 

1 1 . (Original) The fastening arrangement according to claim 10, wherein the connecting 
elements of said at least one of the support walls extend successively one above the other, and 
the support elements of said at least one of the support walls extend successively one above the 
other. 
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12. (Original) The fastening arrangement according to claim 11, wherein the connecting 
and support elements comprise longitudinal extrusions made in the support walls and projecting 
on respective sides thereof, the retaining channels being made in and extending crosswise to the 
extrusions of the connecting elements, the guiding slots of the support elements being made in 
and extending crosswise to the extrusions of the support elements. 

13. (Currently Amended) A partitioning system for a drawer with at least two opposite 
support walls, comprising: 

a at least a first partitioning wall having a pair of elongated blades punched in adjacent 
ends of the partitioning wall and projecting sid e ways firom the partitioning wall adjac e nt ends 
th e r e of at a predetermined height of the partitioning wall , each blade comprising 

a lower ramp surface defined between the partitioning wall and said predetermined 
height, wherein the lower ramp protrudes radially fi'om the plane of the support wall along a 
horizontal axis, and 

at least one portion extending vertically along a corresponding adjacent end of the 
partitioning wall^ and comprising a low e r ramp surfac e d e fin e d b e tw e en th e partitioning wall and 
said pr e determin e d h e ight ; and 

connecting elements respectively projecting fi'om the support walls at heights matching 
with the height of the blades of the partitioning wall when the partitioning wall is in operative 
position between the support walls, the connecting elements having retaining channels in which 
the ends of the partitioning wall are uprightly slideably engageable, the retaining channels having 
opposite side locking lips forming guiding slots for passage of a section of the partitioning wall 
extending between the connecting elements, the ramp surfaces of the blades of the partitioning 
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wall being shaped and sized for facilitating insertion of the blades in the retaining channels and 
for respectively and progressively press-fitting against inner sides of said channels behind the 
locking lips when the partitioning wall is in the operative position. 

14. (Original) The partitioning system according to claim 13, comprising: 
opposite support elements respectively projecting from the support walls at another 

height with respect to the connecting elements, the support elements respectively having guiding 
slots in which the ends of the partitioning wall are slideably engageable, the guiding slots of the 
support elements being aligned with the guiding slots of the retaining channels of the connecting 
elements. 

15. (Original) The partitioning system according to claim 14, wherein the connecting and 
support elements comprise longitudinal extrusions made in the support walls and projecting on 
an inner side thereof, the retaining channels and the guiding slots being made in and extending 
crosswise to the extrusions of respective ones of the connecting and support elements. 

16. (Original) The partitioning system according to claim 14, wherein the support 
elements extend below the connecting elements, 

17. (Canceled) 

18. (Original) The partitioning system according to claim 13, wherein the blades extend 
directly at the ends of the partitioning wall. 

19. (Original) The partitioning system according to claim 13, comprising a seating flange 
laterally projecting from a bottom end of the partitioning wall. 
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20. (Currently Amended) The partitioning system according to claim 14, wherein the first 
partitioning wall comprises connecting and support elements lik e th e conn e cting and support 
e l e m e nts of the support walls , and t he first p artitioning wall forms forming a partitioning support 
wall for anoth e r a second p artitioning wall 

21 . (Currently Amended) The partitioning system according to claim 20, wherein on the 
face of the partitioning support wall opposite the face of the first connecting and support 
elements, the partitioning wall comprises 

an additional connecting element projecting from the partitioning wall at a height 
matching with the height of the blades of a second p artitioning wall when the second p artitioning 
wall is in operative position, and 

an additional support element projecting fi-om the partitioning support wall at another 
height with respect to the additional connecting element[[,]]. th e additional conn e cting and 
support e l e m e nts b e ing r e spectiv e ly lik e th e conn e cting and support e lem e nts alr e ady mad e in 
th e partitioning wall but projecting on a face of the partitioning wall opposite to a side on which 
th e conn e cting and support e l e ments already mad e in the partitioning wall proj e ct 

22. (Currently Amended) The partitioning system according to claim 21, wherein the 
connecting elements of the partitioning support wall extend successively one above the other, 
and the support elements of the partitioning support wall extend successively one above the 
other. 
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23. (Currently Amended) The partitioning system according to claim 22, wherein the 
connecting and support elements of the partitioning support wall comprise longitudinal 
extrusions made in the partitioning wall and projecting on respective sides thereof, the retaining 
channels being made in and extending crosswise to the extrusions of the connecting elements, 
the guiding slots of the support elements being made in and extending crosswise to the 
extrusions of the support elements. 

24. (Canceled) 

25. (Original) The partitioning system according to claim 13, wherein the partitioning 
wall has a label holding flange slantingly projecting from a top end of the partitioning wall. 
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